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Dinner and a Show
by Linda DiProparzio

Whilz soft background music and clinking silverwars have been the usual sounds heard during dinner, & growing
number of brides and grooms ars opting to use the time to show their guests something they"we nevear ssan befora:
dinnartime sntartainment. “Couplss ars thinking outside the box for ways to entertain their guests from the beginning
to the end of the recapton,” says wedding plannar Laura Bianco, co-owner of My Ballissima in Mormistown (973-998-
6817, mybellissima.com). "Thay want their wedding 1o be something people will talk about for years to comea.”™

Scott Hornak, CED and co-foundar of Graig Scott Emtartainment (§66-587-1066;
craigscott.com), offers the “Ovation™ package 1o his brides and grooms who are
looking to provide dinnertime antartainmant. “The concept, much like a fine dinnar-
theater performancs, can include anything from cabarst or Broadway singers/revues,
as weall as opsera singsrs or even professional dancers. Thera's also an "'unpluggsed
styla’ ensemble that can play music of contemporary artists like Coldplay or Dave
Matthews,” Hormak says.

Whean deciding on the parformancs, a good rule of thumib is to pick somathing that
interests vou. When Meghan and Keith Jacobson got mamried at the W in Hoboken in
Movember 2009, the couple, who also mst and reside in Hoboken, hired a singsr to
parform a medley of songs by Hobokan native Frank Sinatra. And Homak arangad a
parformance from Broadway’s Spamalot —complste with authentic costumes and
performars from the show—for one coupls who were super-fans of the musical.

Anothar idea is to select a cultural thems, says Candica Banson, ownar of the Finish-
ing Touch in Millburn (373-526-6884; thefinishingtouchevents.com). "It's a great way
to honor your family and background,” she says. Homak agrees: “Wa've had many
clients who really enjoyed inconporating their hartage into a recepton by bringing in
specialty singars or dancers.”

Mami Halasa—who iz half-Arabic—featured belly dancers at her 2008 nuptials. “People loved the colors of the
costumes. Some guasts had never seen a belly-dance performance and were just amazad by it,” sha recalls. In fact,
Halaza has performed as a belly dancer at a number of waddings, and chose it for her big day bacauss of the way it
anergizes the crowd. "The other half of my family is Filipino, and they're really quiet,” she says. "But even they got out
of thair seats during the show.™

Of coursa, couples can also use their theme as a jumping-off point in choosing dinnar entartainmeant. Bianco planned a
winter-wonderland wedding that featured an ica-skating performance (courtasy of a plastic rink sat up on the danocs
floor). A stesl-drum band would work well for a beach-themed wedding, whila a couple with a whimsical thame might
hawve a comedian on hand.
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